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Most	of	the	theming	we	talk	about	here	on	Android	Central	takes	place	on	the	home	screen,	so	theming	the	launcher	is	important.	It	is	not,	however,	the	only	area	of	your	phone	you	can	theme.	Even	without	system-wide	themes	on	TouchWiz,	Sense	UI	and	the	like,	it's	possible	—	nay,	easy	—	to	theme	many	parts	of	your	phone.So,	let's	get	our	theme
on!While	Google's	Messenger	app	(opens	in	new	tab)	brings	color	to	its	conversations,	the	colors	are	random,	and	what's	more,	Messenger	is	ridiculously	bright.	Textra	(opens	in	new	tab)	is	one	of	the	best	SMS	apps	on	Android,	and	one	of	its	many	touted	features	is	its	theme	customization.Want	a	dark	theme?	Dark	or	AMOLED	black,	Textra's	got
you.	Want	to	make	your	text	bubbles	circle,	square,	or	somewhere	in	between?	Textra's	up	for	them	all.	Want	to	replace	the	manufacturer	emoji	you	see	with	Google's	emoji?	Or	iOS	emoji?	Textra's	got	some	add-ons	for	just	that.Textra's	theming	is	about	as	close	as	you'll	get	to	iMessage's	look	on	Android,	without	the	hassle	of	seeing	green	for	non-
Apple	contacts.	Textra's	colors	and	shapes	are	quite	customizable	and	allow	you	to	match	Textra	to	your	theme,	which	is	great	because	it	means	that	when	you	use	the	Textra	pop-up	to	reply	to	a	text,	it'll	match	the	home	screen	it's	being	overlaid	on.Download	Textra	(Free,	$2.99)	(opens	in	new	tab)Twitter	—	TalonTalon	(opens	in	new	tab)	is	one	of
many	great	Twitter	clients	with	a	customizable	layout	and	theme.	Talon	allows	you	to	choose	both	a	primary	and	accent	color	to	your	theme	in	addition	to	setting	the	light,	dark	or	AMOLED	black	base	theme.	Another	benefit	here	is	the	inclusion	of	a	night	mode,	allowing	you	to	use	a	brighter	base	theme	during	the	day	and	a	darker	base	theme	during
a	user-set	'night'	period.The	themes,	as	well	as	the	ability	to	customize	your	feed	layouts	and	swipeable	home	pages,	allows	Talon	to	fit	quite	nicely	into	any	theme	and	use	case	you	could	have	for	Twitter,	from	saved	searches	for	your	weekly	live	Tweets	to	checking	on	the	latest	tweets	from	your	favorite	AC	nerds.Download	Talon	($1.49)	(opens	in
new	tab)Dialer	—	Simpler	DialerSimpler	Dialer's	(opens	in	new	tab)	ease	of	use	and	simple	layout	are	what	drew	me	to	the	app,	but	what	drove	me	to	buy	Simpler	Pro	and	use	it	over	HTC's	dialer	were	its	recent	caller	ID	feature	and	its	themes.Simpler's	themes	are	a	bit	more	basic	than	Textra	or	Talon,	but	you	can	still	take	a	dark	theme	and	pick	one
of	40	theme	colors.	If	you	don't	want	your	contacts	without	pictures	being	random	colors,	you	can	also	set	them	to	be	a	plain	gray	or	your	theme	color.Download	Caller	ID	and	Dialer	by	Simpler	(Free)	(opens	in	new	tab)File	manager	—	Solid	ExplorerSolid	Explorer	(opens	in	new	tab)	been	my	file	manager	for	years	thanks	to	its	magnificent	feature	set,
including	the	ability	to	stream	my	movies	from	Google	Drive	to	MX	Player.Solid	Explorer's	themes	allow	you	to	pick	a	primary	color	for	the	bars	and	icons,	as	well	as	an	accent	color	for	action	buttons,	subheaders,	and	progress	bars.	You	can	also	customize	the	look	of	your	icons.Download	Solid	Explorer	(Free,	$1.99)	(opens	in	new	tab)Weather	—
1Weather1Weather	(opens	in	new	tab)	been	a	constant	in	my	theming	articles	for	its	widgets,	which	are	easy	to	theme,	but	the	app	itself	is	themeable,	too.	1Weather	allows	you	to	choose	a	backdrop	for	the	app,	as	well	as	an	accent	color	and	either	white	or	black	icons.	These	would	be	even	better	if	you	could	choose	a	dark	theme	akin	to	what
1Weather	had	before	their	Material	Design	update	last	year.Now,	even	if	you	choose	dark	icons	and	a	dark	background,	you	still	have	white	cards	to	contend	with	in	the	app	for	any	detailed	information.	Don't	get	me	wrong,	you	can	still	get	a	weather	app	that	fits	your	weather,	your	theme,	and	your	life,	but	it	may	be	a	bit	brighter	than	you
wanted.Download	1Weather	(Free,	$1.99)	(opens	in	new	tab)	Android	13	Logo	Mockup	(Image	credit:	Nick	Sutrich	/	Android	Central)	Google	could	introduce	at	least	four	new	dynamic	themes	with	Android	13.A	separate	leak	also	gives	us	our	first	look	at	Android	13's	new	notification	permissions.The	first	Android	13	developer	build	is	expected	to	be
released	sometime	later	this	quarter.Back	in	June	last	year,	Google	rolled	out	a	new	wallpaper	theming	system	called	"Monet"	to	its	best	Android	phones	with	Android	12	Beta	2.	The	feature	changes	the	system	colors	and	accents	to	match	the	wallpaper	that	you've	set.	According	to	a	report	from	Android	Police,	Android	13	will	bring	new	and	more
colorful	styles	for	the	dynamic	theming	system.The	new	color	combinations,	which	are	said	to	be	under	active	development,	are	currently	called	TONAL_SPOT,	VIBRANT,	EXPRESSIVE,	and	SPRITZ.	While	TONAL_SPOT	offers	the	dynamic	theming	system's	default	Material	You	color	palette,	VIBRANT	is	said	to	offer	slight	differences	in	supplementary
accents.Image	1	of	8EXPRESSIVE	would	offer	a	wider	range	of	colors,	including	some	that	may	not	actually	be	in	the	background.	SPRITZ	is	said	to	be	a	more	muted,	"nearly	monochromatic"	theme.	While	Android	Police's	sources	claim	the	new	styles	will	debut	in	Android	13,	we	wouldn't	be	surprised	if	they	are	a	part	of	the	final	Android	12L
release.Image	1	of	8Besides	new	color	combinations	for	Monet,	Android	13	is	also	expected	to	bring	new	notification	permissions.	Apps	will	no	longer	be	able	to	send	you	notifications	without	your	permission.	While	more	details	regarding	the	change	are	expected	to	surface	once	the	first	Android	13	developer	beta	is	released,	a	screenshot	of	the
actual	dialog	has	been	shared	by	Android	Police.	Each	time	an	app	seeks	the	POST_NOTIFICATIONS	runtime	permission	for	the	first	time,	you'll	see	the	above	dialog	on	your	phone.The	new	leak	comes	just	days	after	a	mockup	gave	us	our	first	look	at	Android	13's	new	media	handoff	feature.	The	upcoming	feature	will	make	it	possible	for	users	to	tap
their	phone	onto	another	device	to	easily	transfer	media	playback.Google	Pixel	6The	vanilla	Pixel	6	is	a	value-focused	flagship	with	an	eye-catching	design,	fantastic	cameras,	and	Google's	first-ever	custom	mobile	processor.	A	hacker	is	a	person	who	uses	computer	programming	to	overcome	a	problem	or	challenge	within	a	computer	system.	While	the
term	hacker	often	carries	a	negative	connotation,	not	all	hacking	involves	criminal	or	malicious	activity.		What	kinds	of	hackers	are	there?	Some	of	the	kinds	of	hackers	include:	Black	hat	hackers:	Hackers	are	often	most	associated	with	black	hat	hackers,	or	cyber	criminals	who	exploit	weaknesses	to	illegally	intrude	into	computer	systems	for	money,
revenge,	or	just	for	fun.	White	hat	hackers:	These	hackers	can	use	their	skills	to	fix	problems	in	a	computer	system	or	to	help	companies	strengthen	their	IT	systems	by	identifying	potential	weak	spots	in	the	security	infrastructure.	Gray	hat	hackers:	While	gray	hat	hackers	have	good	intentions,	they	may	not	use	lawful	or	ethical	methods	during	the
hacking	process.	The	term	hacker	can	have	a	negative	connotation,	as	it	is	often	associated	with	black	hat	hackers,	or	cyber	criminals	who	illegally	intrude	into	computer	systems	for	money,	revenge,	or	just	for	fun.		While	a	black	hat	hacker	exploits	any	potential	weaknesses	in	the	system	to	gain	unethical	or	unlawful	entry	into	the	system,	a	white	hat
hacker	can	use	similar	skills	with	the	intention	of	fixing	a	problem.	White	hat	hackers	also	help	companies	strengthen	their	IT	security	systems	by	identifying	potential	weak	spots	in	the	security	infrastructure.		Another	category	of	hackers	includes	gray	hat	hackers,	who	hack	with	positive	intentions	but	not	might	use	lawful	or	ethical	means	for	the
hacking	process.		What	is	an	ethical	hacker?	Ethical	hackers	perform	legitimate	services	for	organizations	and	IT	companies	to	assess	the	security	risks	of	a	network	or	system.	A	certified	ethical	hacker	is	a	skilled	individual	who	uses	the	same	knowledge	and	tools	as	a	malicious	hacker,	but	who	does	so	in	a	lawful	and	legitimate	manner.	Ethical
hackers	will	often	pursue	Certified	Ethical	Hacker	status	as	part	of	their	professional	development.	Learn	more	about	what’s	involved	in	CEH	certification	and	begin	your	studies	with	Tech	Republic’s	Certified	Ethical	Hacker	study	course.	How	does	a	hacker	operate?	Hackers	are	equipped	with	different	types	of	skills	and	tools	that	are	used	to	hack
into	the	system.	The	most	common	tools	used	by	hackers	are	downloadable	scripts	or	files	that	can	be	disguised	in	emails	or	websites.	As	users	click	on	these	files,	the	attachment	is	launched	on	the	computer	or	network,	and	the	hacker	gets	access	to	the	computer.	There	are	several	more	sophisticated	methods	of	hacking	such	as	brute	force	attack,
Trojan	horse,	DoS	(denial-of-service)	attack,	and	more.	How	can	businesses	protect	themselves	from	a	black	hat	hacker?	As	hackers	continue	to	find	new	ways	to	intrude	into	computer	systems,	businesses	have	to	remain	vigilant	to	identify	and	stop	hackers	from	gaining	access	or	control	of	their	IT	network.	Businesses	should	limit	employee	access	to



valuable	company	data,	as	human	error	is	a	common	pathway	used	by	hackers.	Companies	should	also	install	surge	protectors	and	power	supplies	for	uninterruptible	power	to	their	IT	infrastructure.	If	the	budget	allows,	companies	should	have	a	dedicated	IT	security	team	responsible	for	managing	the	security	of	the	system.	Lastly,	the	business
should	install	anti-hacking	software	on	their	computer	network	to	minimize	the	chances	of	any	hacker	gaining	entry	into	their	system.			Keep	an	eye	on	the	top	40	cybersecurity	startups.	Top	anti-hacking	software	There	are	different	levels	of	anti-hacking	software	available	on	the	market.	There	are	some	for	personal	users,	small	businesses,	and	large
enterprises.	Some	of	the	most	popular	anti-hacking	software	for	business	include	Windows	Defender,	Microsoft	Enhanced	Mitigation	Experience	Toolkit,	Malwarebytes	Anti-Malware,	McAfee	Security	Plus,	and	Norton	Antivirus	program.	No	one	wants	to	type	on	an	ugly	keyboard.	While	there	are	keyboards	out	there	that	go	a	bit	overboard	on	themes,
Google	Keyboard	likes	to	keep	it	simple.	Always	clean,	always	minimal.	What	you	may	not	realize,	however,	is	that	it	does	have	a	few	themes	tucked	inside	its	Settings	menu.	If	you’re	running	the	newest	version	of	Google	Keyboard	(5.0),	accessing	the	Settings	menu	is	the	same	as	previous	versions:	long-press	the	comma	(or	whatever	key	is	in	that
highlighted	location	below—it	changes	according	to	what	app	the	input	field	is	in),	then	tap	“Google	Keyboard	settings.”	From	there,	all	the	visual	settings	are	now	nestled	under	“Preferences.”	Go	ahead	and	tap	that.	The	first	entry	in	this	menu	is	“Themes,”	and	tapping	that	will	open	the	selection	box	that	now	only	has	two	options:	Material	Light	and
Material	Dark.	The	Holo	themes	of	previous	versions	are	gone,	which	really	makes	sense	as	Google	has	been	pushing	Material	for	the	past	couple	of	years.	Once	you’ve	made	your	selection,	this	box	will	disappear.	There	is	one	more	customization	method	in	this	version	of	the	Keyboard	that	wasn’t	available	in	previous	versions,	however:	“Show	key
border.”	This	puts	a	colored	border	between	each	key,	giving	them	separation	from	each	other.	This	is	the	perfect	answer	to	the	gripe	many	users	have	had	about	Google	Keyboard’s	Material	themes	since	the	keyboard	was	released	to	the	public.			That’s	it—you’re	done.	Back	of	this	menu	and	enjoy	your	“new”	keyboard.	You’ll	type	faster	now,	I
promise.	While	it	may	seem	trivial	when	it	comes	to	overall	functionality	(the	keyboard’s	performance	and	accuracy	do	not	change	with	the	theme),	it’s	amazing	how	something	small	like	a	key	border	can	help	users	become	more	accurate.	It’s	all	about	jumping	those	mental	barriers!
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